ABADGUARTIRS
UNITED STATZS ARMY, BERLIN
APO 742

ARBA-GA ' 24 November 1963

SUBJECT: Observance of Mourning for Late President John F. Kennedy

TO: See Distribution

1. The purpose of this letter 18 to provide guidance to all
members of this Cominand, including their dependents, «s to our
conduct, actions, and the scope of our activities during the 30 -
day period of Wational ionrning for the late Fresident of the
United States, Johu F. hennedy.

2. The period of Ofiicial National Mourning comménced 22
November and will continue to be observed through 21 December 1963,
This is a soloun period in which every Uaited Stutes Citizen in
Berlin is expociad to conduct himsel® in such & wey that he cannot
fail to reflact the inrermost feolivgs of all famericans in our hour
of Nationel sorrow. The loss ot ¢ur Feesident is not ouly a grave
loss to all Amcricans Lut to the sutice free world. This is rarti-
culaxrly true here in Rerlin where Cresidont sennedy endeared himself
in the hsarits of all Berliners aad stecod as a syubol of .freedom and
friendship. Boeause Lheir loses approaches our own, the eyes of all
Berliners will te upou us and our conduct will be subject to care-
ful scruting during this soleomn pericd. This is no time for frivolity
but rather iz a period for serions reflection and moaeration.

3+ In ohservance of the mourning period this comnand ig taking
the actions listod below. Thess ections do not cover every case that
will arise. Undoubtedly you will be corfrontsd by numerous situations
reguiring value judgoment on youar part. Ia these areas the command
can ouly provide you wish broad Fuidelines of appropriate behavior.

In cuses not covered by specific instruections, you should bhe govarnad
nainly by the dictates of your own conscience as well as the need

for discretion, decorum und good taste. If you are in doubt as to

the propwriety of your actions in some specific situation you are
enconraged to se2ek further guidance from this headguarters. Such
queries should be directed to the 4Cof3, G-1 Boerlin Brigade.

nenident
Z.on 2h November the Command will observe tie following: a.
rtary of Dufense hae divected that &1l DOD Personuel will ob-
serve Mouday 25 Wovember 1963 ag a day of mourning. The 2%th of
November will bo a Non-Vork Lay except for essential gctivities,

All Personnel, except those whose continucd presence 1s directed,
will be excueged from duty. Civilian saployees (US & LN) who are not
reguired to work will he excuscd vithout charge to leave or loss of
ray.

4. Durins the pericd until the time of interment of Prosi

Kanng




